                                                      Looking for the Lighthouse

“For this is what the Lord has commanded us:  ‘I have made you a light for the Gentiles, that you may bring salvation to the ends of the earth.’”  Acts 13:47 NIV

My wife and I just returned from a vacation on the east coast.  We traveled much of the New Jersey coastline in search of lighthouses.  You would not think that finding a lighthouse would be a difficult task.  Well, think again.

With map in hand we set out to visit some historical sites along the route.  Every so often along the road we traveled the map would indicate that a historic lighthouse was nearby.  We would diligently follow the directions and the occasional road sign in an effort to locate the lighthouse.  How anyone can hide a thing as large as a lighthouse is beyond me.  But, try as we might, we either ran out of road or out of hope before we could find our elusive targets.  I say targets because, if you can believe it, we tried three different lighthouses and we were unable to find any of them.
My wife gave up on ever being able to see a real coastal lighthouse.  As we pondered whether the state of New Jersey really wanted people to see these historic sites or if they truly existed, there it was.  No, not a lighthouse, but a sign indicating that yet another one could be found just a little further down the coast.  Well, being from Missouri and also being somewhat stubborn, I determined to give it one more shot.  My wife agreed to the plan, but I could tell she had little hope that we would succeed.

We followed the map.  We followed the signs.  We drove and drove, but no lighthouse.  After some time we were out of road and we had not seen a sign in the last ten minutes.  Then I heard the question, “Are you going to give up?”  My answer was, “No, absolutely not.”  Then the next question, “Are you sure?”  I gave my answer, “We are going to find that lighthouse.”  Suddenly, ahead I saw it.  No, not the lighthouse, but another sign for it.  We drove another quarter of a mile and the road made a sharp left and wouldn’t you know it, a lighthouse.  It had been hidden by houses and trees.  We had been so close, yet unable to see it.
What keeps people from finding God’s lighthouse?  What gets in the way?  He has given a map.  It is called the Bible.  Jesus fulfilled hundreds of prophesies to give all the signs that people could ever want.  Yet, some people can not find the Light.  Is there really too much in the way?  Maybe, people need a guide.  That is where you and I come in.  We must let the light of Jesus Christ shine through us and become a lighthouse for God.
